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From the week before, it 
looked like Village Day 2014 
was going to be a wash out. 
Torrential rain looked like it 
was going to make the 
sportsfield a mud-bath and 
the BBC weather reports 
were showing that it was 
going to be raining all day. 
With the great British  
attitude that “the show must 
go on”, we set up the field on 
the Saturday morning with 
mist and total cloud cover. 
Then, just before Village Day 
was about to start, the sun 
burst through the clouds and 
the afternoon was one of the 
warmest of the year so far. 

The combination of a classic 
car show, singing by Shane 
Hampsheir, the Sylvera 

Dance School, the 3Sixty 
Bicycle Stunt Team, a circus 
skills workshop by Element 
Entertainment, a dog show, 
fun fair, a fantastic tea tent, 
hog roast, BBQ and the most 
stalls we’ve had in a very long 
time, made this probably the 
biggest Village Day ever and 
attracted people from far 
and wide in their droves. 

As usual, we are extremely 
grateful for the sponsorship 
from Pets Pantry (main  
sponsor) and Hartley Estates 
and big thanks goes to Andy 
from Ash Tyres for arranging 

the car show, where he  
literally managed to get  
millions of pounds worth of 
vehicles onto our sportsfield! 

The NAG Social volunteers (a 
small team who have no  
connection - financial or  
otherwise - to the Village  
Association) are dedicated to 
making sure that New Ash 
Green’s community spirit is 
kept alive and that Village 
Day continues to grow into a 
bigger and better event every 
year. If you have any  
comments about this year’s 
Village Day, or have any  

suggestions on what you 
would like us to include in 
next year’s event or if you feel 
you can help the NAG Social 
team in any way, please 
email: 

 committee@nagsocial.co.uk  

We would love to hear from 
you! 

A big thank you to everyone 
who helped to make the day 
the success that it was and 
we now look forward to  
seeing you all on 5th  
November for what promises 
to be the biggest fireworks 
display New Ash Green has 
ever seen!  

New Ash Green Village Association Limited 

Fire Station Open Day  
Saturday 30th August 

For more information 
and local station news 
please see pages 4-5. 

Peter Green, NAG Social 



AED Demonstration 

Come along to the public 
event  on 2nd September at 

7pm whereby you will have 
an opportunity to use the 
AED on a resus. dummy! 
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NAG gets Life-Saving Defibrillator   
Every year in the UK some 
60,000 people suffer  
cardiac arrest away from a 
hospital – but only 7%  
survive. Early use of a defibril-
lator can raise that to 70%. 
A grant of £9,350 from the 
Big Lottery Fund to 
Sevenoaks District Seniors  
Action Forum has paid for 
Public Access Defibrillators 
(PADs) to be available 24/7 
in public locations to help 
save victims of cardiac  
arrest. A defibrillator delivers 
an electric shock designed to 
get the victim's heart back 
into proper rhythm, as in the 
recently highlighted case of 
footballer Fabrice Muamba. 

The portable, battery-
powered PAD is automated. 
It talks you through what to 
do, rather like a car satnav, 
so no formal training is  
required and anyone can use 
it. What’s more, it monitors 
the person’s heart and will 
only deliver a shock if it  
detects that the heart is not 
working. So there is no risk 
of giving a shock to someone 
who does not need one. 

With the support of the  
Village Association and local 
councillors, one of the  
defibrillators has now been 
installed in New Ash Green 
beside the Village  
Association office entrance 
in Centre Road.  It is readily  
accessible at any time by car 
or on foot. 

If you suspect someone has 
had a cardiac arrest, do not 
delay! Every second counts 
towards securing a complete 
recovery.  

Then: 

 Check their breathing. 

 Start CPR. 

 Dial 999 for an ambu-
lance. 

 Send someone else to 
get the defibrillator but 
keep CPR going. 

 When the defibrillator 
arrives, open the box and 
follow the spoken instruc-
tions. 

 Continue with CPR until 
the defibrillator is  
attached to the patient. 

Follow the instructions from 
the defibrillator. 
 If a shock is needed, the 

defibrillator will tell you to 
press the button to  
deliver one. 

 Do this as quickly as  
possible, then continue 
with CPR until advised to 
stop by the defibrillator. 

Town Team Hard at Work 
Members of the New Ash 
Green Town Team have been 
out recently installing dog 
fouling signs around the  
Village Centre. Armed with 
spray paint, dog fouling  
stencils, stickers and accom-
panied by Sevenoaks District 
Council’s dog warden  the 
team got to work to warn 
dog owners of the repercus-
sions if they don’t clean up 
after their pooch.  The signs 
are part of environmental 
improvements to make the 
Village centre a cleaner 
place for residents, shoppers 
and traders alike. 

The Town Team formed of 

local traders and residents 
was created in autumn 
2012 after it was awarded 
£10,000 by central govern-
ment to breathe new life into 
the Village Centre. Its aim is 
to support community led 
initiatives, environmental 
improvements and events 
that raise the Centre’s  
profile.   

As well as dog fouling signs 
the Town Team have  
managed to get Christmas 
lights installed in the centre, 
new signs and increased 
engagement with the  
centre’s landowners. 

Cllr Cameron Clark, member 
for New Ash Green and chair 
of the Town Team said 
‘installing these signs is  
another sign of the success 
and continued progress the 
Town Team is making in help-
ing to clean up and improve 
the Village Centre. However 
we can achieve so much 
more if other people join us 
with their new ideas and  
enthusiasm’. 

If you think you can make a 
difference and are interested 
in joining the Town Team 
please email:- 

communities@sevenoaks.gov.uk  

Cllr. Cameron Clark 

PUBLIC  EVENT 

A demonstration will be held 
on Tuesday 2nd September 
2014 in the Village Hall at 
7.00pm to which residents 
are invited.    

The meeting is intended as a 
demonstration and familiari-
sation event, to raise aware-
ness that the automated 
external defibrillator (AED) is 
there and to encourage local 
people to be prepared to use 
it in case of need. It is 
not ‘training’, but a demon-
stration in use will be 
given.  It should be noted 
that nobody needs any  
formal training in order to 
use an AED. 

AED located outside VA office 



Over 50? 

Make sure your voice is 
heard by signing up to 
SDSAF! 

Contact: 01322 664754 or 
www.sdsaf.org 
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Sevenoaks District Seniors 
Action Forum (SDSAF)  
campaigns on issues of  
concern to the 50+ age 
group, ensuring that all those 
who make the decisions that 
affect older residents hear 
their point of view. 

Joining the Forum involves 
no cost or commitment; but 
every extra member makes 
its voice that bit louder. It is 
independent, voluntary and 
non-commercial. In addition 
to members, over 100  
individuals, groups and  
organisations get SDSAF 
newsletters; so all those  
people know what's on  
Forum members' minds. 

S D S AF  a l so  i n fo rm s  
members about what's going 

on, through its website and 
p r i n t e d  n e w s l e t t e r s .  
Members get information 
e.g. about campaigns, health 
matters, or the latest scam 
– but definitely no junk mail. 

The Forum has grown to 
approaching 370 members, 
and is already being listened 
to. Successes so far include 
some improvements in trans-
port to hospitals, lobbying for 
step-free access to Swanley 
station, involvement in  
developing dementia friendly 
communities, and winning a 
Lottery grant to provide 7 
public access defibrillators. 
But since about 40,000  
people aged 50+ live in the 
District, their voice can  
become a lot louder yet.  

Becoming a member is not 
only welcome, it’s important 
because so often big  
decisions are taken by 
younger decision makers 
who, if not advised by the 
people directly affected, do 
not understand the full  
impact of their actions. 

A management committee 
member will gladly come to a 
meeting of your community 
organisation to explain – 
briefly about our Forum! 

Sign up at www.sdsaf.org or 
by calling Roger, the  
Membership Secretary, on 
01322 664754. 

MAKE SURE YOUR VOICE IS 
HEARD! 

Over 50s Forum Wants You 

Lizzy Yarnold—Olympic Champion 
Lizzy Yarnold, a West 
Kingsdown resident, greeted 
her thousands of fans who 
were waving flags, having 
lined the streets around 
Sevenoaks District in  
celebration of her Olympic 
triumph. 

The 25-year-old boarded an 
open top bus at Sevenoaks  
District Council offices on 
Friday 21st March 2014 and 

was joined by members of 
her family, the then Chair-
man of SDC, Cllr. Alan Pett, 
together with the Leader and 
Chief Executive of SDC. 

Lizzy was all smiles as she 
waved to the crowds wearing 
her Team GB tracksuit and 
clutching her Gold 
medal. There were stop offs 
along the way at local 
schools, where larger 

crowds cheered her on and 
she met her adoring fans, 
and even managed to sign 
autographs for inspired 
youngsters! 

Lizzy won Great Britain’s only 
Winter Olympic gold medal in 
Russia, in the skeleton bob. 
She was awarded an MBE in 
the Queen's Birthday  
honours' list. 

Cllr. Alan Pett, Lizzy Yarnold 

Thames Water Rebate   
After a campaign of many 
years, we have reported  
previously that Thames  
Water (TW) had conceded 
that villagers were entitled to 
a rebate on their sewage 
rate, as householders  
dispose of rainwater directly 
by soakaway, rather via the 
public sewers. However, TW 
required that residents  

applied for the rebate, so 
that many did not receive it. 
After more pressure, TW 
have conceded that all NAG 
properties will receive the 
rebate automatically. This 
should be evident from the 
TW part of the invoice sub-
mitted by South East Water. 
If any resident feels that they 
are not getting it, please  

contact TW on 0800 316 
9800 and also advise the VA 
office. 

The fight with TW continues 
over the highway drainage 
charge and for the Thames 
Tideway Tunnel, 
which is of no benefit 
to residents of this  
village. 



Your local community – Ash-cum-Ridley Fire Station –
making a real difference

Since the station opened in November 2013, Ash-
cum-Ridley crews have attended over 40 fires and 
other incidents in the local area. They have ranged 
from road crash rescues to floods, storm damage 
and fires in homes, farms and businesses.

Leanne McMahon, Kent Fire and Rescue Service 
(KFRS) West Group Manager, said: “I couldn’t 
be prouder of the progress, dedication and 
professionalism of our new Ash-cum-Ridley crew. 
It is made up of a combination of experienced 
firefighters who have moved here from other stations 
(who between them have 14 years’ experience 
working on the frontline) and recruits from the local 
area who have undergone significant training at other 
stations before starting their job at Ash-cum-Ridley. 

They were one of the crews who worked over the 
Christmas and New Year period to help support    
and rescue people who suffered during the flooding 
and severe weather. In the first few months since the 
station opened they have dealt with a wide range 
of incidents from fires, to collapsed buildings and 
road crashes. They are doing an excellent job for the   
local community.”

Local crews are making a differenceThe new station at Ash-cum-Ridley is now officially 
open. Find out how the new team are already making    
a real difference to the safety of the local community.

For more information, visit www.kent.fire-uk.org For more information, visit www.kent.fire-uk.org

Keep safe this summer

Water – Make sure your children understand the 
dangers of swimming near weirs or locks as there 
are usually dangerous currents. Water is often 
deeper than it looks and even on the hottest days 
inland waters can be very cold, causing cramp 
and breathing problems.
 
BBQ’s are great, but never use accelerants such 
as petrol or leave your barbecue unattended. 
When you’ve finished cooking make sure the 
barbeque is cold before trying to move and empty 
ashes onto bare garden soil.more summer safety 
advice at www.kent.fire-uk.org

Have a great summer – but please stay safe

Ash-cum-Ridley’s on-call recruits were the first in 
the Service to pilot a new approach to training. In 
preparation for the new station opening they were 
able to benefit from training alongside experienced 
firefighters at wholetime stations in Thames-Side and 
Dartford. This gave them vital hands-on experience 
of operational firefighting. Shortly after opening, the 
recruits accompanied wholetime crews at a fatal road 
crash where they were able to see first hand the kind 
of incidents firefighters have to deal with.

The new recruits then completed an induction 
weekend, six training evenings at Swanscombe 
Fire Station and a two-week training course before 
continuing their training at the wholetime stations.

The new recruits were also praised by David 
Escudier, KFRS’s Operational and Development 
(Specialist Skills) Manager who said: “Eight 
firefighters from Ash-cum-Ridley have undergone 
their foundation training since May last year, with five 
already qualified as breathing apparatus wearers and 
immediate emergency care responders – something 
which is quite remarkable and demonstrates the 
commitment these firefighters have to protecting their 
community.”

Firefighter Jon Sumner: “I enjoy working for KFRS 
and I have enjoyed all of the training opportunities it has 
given me. I look forward to a long career with the Service 
and am keen to take any opportunities to develop.”

Firefighter Adam West: “I look forward to further 
opportunities to build on these core skills that are 
essential for firefighting.”

L-R Firefighters: Jonathan Sumner, Clive Gaywood, Andy Short, 
Shem Augustyniak, Watch Manager Kevin Porter, Ben Frake and 
Ross Young.

L-R: Chief Executive Ann Millington, Chairman of Kent and 
Medway Fire and Rescue Authority Nick Chard and former 
Chairman Bryan Cope.

The new station was officially opened on 17 June by 
Nick Chard, Chairman of Kent and Medway Fire and 
Rescue Authority.

He said: “This fire station is a fantastic facility for 
our firefighters and the local community. It will boost 
Kent’s ability to respond to emergencies, not only in 
the local area, but when necessary across the county.”

Fire station open day 
Saturday 30 August

You’re invited to our fire station open day at 
10am til 4pm in Chapel Wood Road. Come 
along, meet the station staff and see our fire 
safety displays and demonstrations. Fun for 
all the family - everyone welcome!

If any local groups are interested in having a 
stall at this open day event, please contact:
Watch Manager Kevin Porter on: 01622 692121 x6233 
or email: kevin.porter@kent.fire-uk.org
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Epee and Shooting Club 

Free Outside Gym! 

Want a free, accessible 
Gym for all? Make it 

happen by filling in a short 
survey  available from the 

VA Office. 
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New Ash Green Epee and 
Shooting Club now meet 
twice a week, on Wednes-
days at 5.30pm-7.30pm and 
Fridays at 7.30pm-9.00pm in 
the New Ash Green Village 
Hall, Centre Road DA3 8HH. 

We are now affiliated with 
Pentathlon GB and British 
Fencing and are able to offer  
two Olympic Sports — air  
pistol shooting and fencing.   

Following on from the very 

successful 2012 Paralym-
pics, we have also introduced 
wheelchair fencing and shoot-
ing. 

Beginner courses are avail-
able and we can supply all of 
the fencing kit and weapons. 

Why not come along and try 
out one (or both) of our 
sports! Should you wish to 
compete as a modern  
pentathlete, the further  
disciplines needed are  

swimming, running and horse 
riding! 

For more information contact 
O1474 871484 or visit us 
on:- 

www.facebook.com/
nagfencing 

www.twitter.com/nagfencing 

www.nagfencing.eu 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO 
HEARING FROM YOU! 

The cafe is free to attend and 
provides a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere, tea, cake and 
biscuits and a variety of  
interesting, relevant activities 
that everyone can join in with,  
all in a safe and friendly  
environment. 

There’s no need to book and 

everyone is welcome so 
come along either on your 
own or with a friend. 

While the emphasis is on 
meeting others, relaxing and 
having fun, we also offer:  

 Practical and emotional  
support to let you know 
that you are not alone; 

 Information and advice  
tailored to your individual 
needs; 

 Signposting and informa-
tion on other services that 

might help you. 

The memory cafe is held 
from 11am-1pm on the  
2nd Wednesday of every 
month.  

Wednesday 13th August is 
our open morning so come 
along and see what we do. 
We look forward to seeing 
you there. For further  
information please call:- 

01474 533990 

Alzheimer & Dementia Support 
Memory Cafe 

St Mary Magdalene 
Church  

 Longfield – DA3 7PG 

The Village Association is 
consulting with residents 
about the possibility of having 
an outdoor gym located near 
the Pavilion.  

An outdoor gym uses equip-
ment you would often find in 
an indoor one, but the equip-
ment is designed to be used 
externally, making it free to 
use and accessible for all. 

You may 
have al-
ready seen 
o u t d o o r 

gyms in 
other parks!  

We are try-
ing to obtain 

funding for this but in order 
to do so we need to evidence 
the need.  

A short survey has since 
been prepared and  is  
available from the VA Office.  

We would be grateful if  
residents could fill one in and 
return to the VA Office asap.  

 

 

Interested in an Outside Gym? 

Seated Leg 
Press 

Cross 
Country 

Skier  

Combo 
Arm 
Press 

Push Up 
and Dip 

Double Rower 



‘Lights Out’ 

Join in the nationwide 
commemoration of WW1 
by leaving on a single light  
between 10-11pm on 4th 
August 2014. 
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New Ash Green Arts Community 
The New Ash Green Arts 
Community, formed at the 
end of last year, continues to 
grow and flourish.  With a 
varied programme of talks 
and practical sessions, it is 

building an enthusiastic  
following among local artists 
– potters, sculptors, printers 
and designers as well as 
painters.  

The group meets on the first 
Sunday of each month  
between 2-4pm in the VA 
Meeting Room, Centre Road 
(£3 per meeting, please  
arrive early for prompt start). 

‘Lights Out’ - 10-11pm on 4th August 2014 
“The lamps are going out all 
over Europe, we shall not see 
them lit again in our life-time” 

Words spoken by Sir Edward 
Grey, Foreign Secretary in  
August 1914, as Britain’s  
ultimatum to Germany was 
about to expire. 

‘Lights Out’ is an invitation to 
everyone in the UK to turn off 

their lights from 10pm until 
11pm, leaving on a single light 
or candle for this shared  
moment of reflection. 

In a dramatic nationwide event, 
the UK will plunge into darkness 
between 10pm and 11pm on 
4th August 2014. Upon this 
darkened canvas single lights 
will appear across the four  
nations, making the hour that 

Britain entered World War 1, 
one hundred years ago.  

Every member of every commu-
nity in the UK is invited to re-
spond to ’Lights Out’, bringing 
their own personal thoughts and 
reflections to the occasion, and 
it is envisaged that civic build-
ings, city landmarks and war 
memorials to become natural 
assembly points during the hour.   

PROGRAMME AUGUST—DECEMBER 2014 
3rd August 

Outdoors painting session 

1st-2nd November 

1st Arts Community Exhibition 

7th September 

Talk on Chagall by Clive Linke 

7th December 

‘Artworks of Interest’ & Christmas Social 

5th October 

Talk by NAG Artist, Michael Kennedy 

For more information email:- 

fonagvc@hotmail.com 

Talks on Art History/Appreciation 

In addition to the monthly meetings, a series 
of talks on art history/appreciation is 
planned for the autumn. To receive more 
information when it becomes available, 
please telephone 874273 or  email: 

fonagvc@hotmail.com 

All Welcome 

The Arts Community is a friendly, supportive, 
non-profit making group whose main aim is 
to inspire and encourage local artists and in 
doing so raise the profile of the arts in our 
Village. New members are always welcome, 
whether you are a practising artist or just 
have a keen interest in the arts in general.  

Flower Cushion—Chagall 

CENTENARY OF THE START OF 
WW1 

There will be a short act of commemora-
tion at the War Memorial by Ash Village 

Hall, on Ash Road, at 10.45am on  
Monday 4th August. Wreaths will be laid 

for those who died in the conflict fol-
lowed by a 2 minutes silence at 11am, 
with prayers of thanksgiving for those 

who returned.  All are welcome. 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE  
South Ash Road, Stansted –  

from 16 August 2014 for up to 9 days 

The road will be closed from Pease Hill to Hatham 
Green Lane.   

The alternative route is via The Street, Ash Road, 
Chapel Wood Road, Ash Road, Hartley Road, Main 
Road, Fawkham Road, Valley Road, Brands Hatch 
Road, Fawkham Road, A20 London Road and  
Stansted Lane.  

The closure is to enable carriageway 
haunching to be carried out by  
KCC Highways. 



VA OFFICE OPENING HOURS 

The VA Office is open to residents  

9.00am-4.00pm Monday to Thursdays — 

Closed to residents on Fridays 

The office is closed for all statutory holidays   

If you would like to write an article for our next  
Newsletter, either as a member of a Club or Society or to write an 
article of local interest, please provide it to VA Office no later than 

30th October 2014     

Thinking of Building? 

Centre Road 

New Ash Green 

Longfield 

Kent DA3 8HH 

Tel: 01474 872691 /Fax: 01474 872409  

E-mail: admin@nagval.com / Website: www.nagval.com                   

The VA has had to remove, on three occasions, dumped 
bags of effluent which have been placed by the dog bin in 
Redhill Road. Due to the contents the VA workforce are 
unable to remove these and therefore an external  
contractor has had to be engaged at a cost, which  
ultimately has  a knock-on effect to residents. 

These bags amount to fly tipping, which is an offence. 
Courts can fine people up to £50,000 and it is also  
punishable by up to five years imprisionment.    

If you see someone fly tipping, please inform the VA Office 
or the Police. In all cases please give as much information 
as possible, i.e. the location, vehicle registration and a 
description of the offender. 

Are you thinking of having building work done? Due to the 
covenants in the Village you will know that to change the  
external appearance of your property in any way at all 
(extension, conservatory, doors, windows etc) you need to 
obtain approval in writing from the Village Association  
before starting work. 

The Amenity Committee that considers such applications 
meets throughout the year at around 6 weekly intervals.  
However on the first Saturday of each month members of 
the committee are at the VA offices from 10.30am until 
noon to give anyone informal guidance on their proposed 
works.  It always pays to talk first before finalising your  
designs!  Although these sessions cannot grant approval 
they can steer you away from solutions that are unlikely to 
be accepted and towards those that are. So why not come 
along and talk to us?   

DESIGN GUIDANCE WORKSHOPS - 2014/15 

FIRST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH  - 10.30am - 12.00 midday 

Saturday 6 September 2014     Saturday 7 March 2015 
Saturday 4 October 2014     Saturday 4 April 2015 
Saturday 1 November 2014     Saturday 2 May 2015 
Saturday 6 December 2014     Saturday 6 June 2015 
Saturday 3 January 2015     Saturday 4 July 2015  
Saturday 7 February 2015     Saturday 1 August 2015 

Fly Tipping in Redhill Rd. 

The Pavilion 
The place for  

everyone  

The Pavilion is a self funding community facility set over two floors 
and has three bars, including a large function room with patio door 
access to the grounds. We strive to promote and develop sports 
within the local community, including:- rugby, football, tennis and 
petanque. We can also offer full events packages for weddings 

and parties including planning, catering and decoration, our large 
function room has the capacity for 100 seated or 150 non-seated 

guests. All welcome!  

The Pavilion, Punch Croft, New Ash Green DA3 8HR Tel: 07896 982898 

 Sports Clubs 
 Sky TV 
 Live Music Events 
 Function Rooms 
 Family Friendly 
 5* Catering 




