
  

 

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF NEW ASH GREEN VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 

Village Day does Christmas 

brilliant collection of NAG 

Social members and 

volunteers; of course, Father 

Christmas was brilliant, as 

ever. 

We were so pleased to have 

been supported and 

sponsored by most of the 

village businesses and 

organisations, including the 

Co-Op, Clock Tower Gym, 

Pets Pantry, VA to name but a 

few, and we also received a 

generous contribution from 

Sevenoaks Council.   This was 

something of an experiment 

this year, and the feedback 

from villagers has been very 

positive!   So… looking 

forward to next year then! 

New Ash Green Village Association Ltd, Centre Road, New Ash Green, Longfield, Kent DA3 8HH 

Telephone: 01474 872691 |  Email: admin@nagval.com  |  Facebook: New Ash Green VA 

Winter 
Newsletter 
 
 
 
 

 
Issue 75 

January 2019 

New Ash Green Social did 

it again for Christmas!  This 

year Christmas Village Day 

offered not just Christmas 

crafts and a Santa visit for the 

children, but a more ambitious 

event, with something for 

everyone! … a skating rink, 

fairground rides, food and 

other stalls through the village 

centre and a spectacular 

Santa’s grotto, with a trip 

through the frozen forest, 

hosted by Santa’s helper 

elves!!  There was Christmas 

music throughout the village 

and a centre stage where we 

were entertained throughout 

the day by local groups such 

as the Sylvera School of 

Dancing, and the New Ash 

Green School Choir.  The Ash 

Church Choir led the village in 

carol singing to close the day. 

BUT THAT WAS NOT ALL!  In 

the evening villagers were 

treated to a professional 

pantomime put on by a 

traveling theatre company in 

the village hall!  “Oh no they 

didn’t …. Oh yes they did!!!” 

This brilliant event was brought 

about through the efforts and 

imagination of the NAG Social 

team, led for this event by Rus 

Rogers and supported by a 

“It was a fantastic day, the 

atmosphere was brilliant, it 

was nice to see the villagers 

smiling, the children having 

an amazing time. Your hard 

work has added a bit of 

magic to their Christmas.” 

“Such a wonderful Christ-

mas village day finished off 

with a fantastic panto!” 

“Was a fantastic day, well 

done to the organisers.” 

Facebook comments 
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So, another year begins to draw to a close and it is once again 
time for my annual report. 2018 has seen a summer with 
temperatures that have surprised us all with the papers trumpeting 
it as the best since 1976. 

However, in terms of the Village it will perhaps go down as the 
year Bovis left. Bovis have had a presence in New Ash Green 
since they started building here with the Manor House becoming 
the headquarters for the South East Division. They have now 
moved all staff to Kings Hill near Maidstone and the Manor House 
is for sale, quite what the fate of the Manor House will be we don't 
know but will await developments with interest. 

Hardlands 
Work has continued maintaining our ageing Village infrastructure 
and keeping things safe. Vandalism in play parks has proved to 
be a particular headache this year and comments have been 
noted from social media about the type of play equipment we 
have in place. To this end a review of play parks is underway 
which will look at not only the type of equipment but also the 
number of parks and the frequency of use. Renewal of the fence 
at Lambardes play area was completed successfully. 

Parking is always a contentious issue and none more so than the 
area along Millfield Lane where work has started on planning the 
installation of more parking bays. Our first attempt at securing 
planning consent from the local council failed. We are currently 
working on a resubmission to solve this longstanding issue. 

Greenlands 

Another season of mowing throughout the village is drawing to a 
close albeit slowly with the warm autumn that we are experiencing 
as I write this. Soon the winter programme of tree works will 
begin. ln the early spring the Lambardes play area was re-
landscaped and is now looking much better. 

The team led by Paul Yeoman are to be commended for a fine job 
in keeping the village looking good. 

Village Hall 
The Village hall continues to attract bookings although income for 
the current year is a little down on what was projected. Notable 
start-ups for this year are the Community Hub which is open to all 
residents once a month for coffee or tea, biscuits and a chat. The 
morning is run by Jackie West our Community Warden who 
arranges for a speaker to be present each time to provide 
information on items of interest. lt is proving to be successful with 
numbers increasing month on month. Best of all it's a free 
service!! 

New Ash Green Sports Pavilion Limited 
Much has been done by the NAGSPL team to continue to build on 
the earlier work done to put the Pavilion on a sounder financial 
footing this year. With regret we accepted the resignations of 
Stefan Klaus and Colin Garratt as Directors and Muriel Galinis has 
been appointed as Chairperson. I am pleased to report that the 
hard work and time expended is continuing to show positive 
results in terms of increased footfall, increased bookings for 
events and a consequent improvement in the financial health of 
the operation. 

Chairman’s Report 2018 
Presented to the 49th AGM on 7th November 

Jackie West with Cllr Pat 

Bosley, Chairman of 

Sevenoaks District Council 

Opening the first 

Community Hub 

Olivers Mill 

Thinning overgrown trees to 

allow the planting to 

regenerate 

Lambardes 

New fencing by the VA 



3 

 

If you have a standing order for 
your payments to the Village 

Association or your Residents’ 
Society, please check that you 

are paying enough and 
increase it if necessary. 

The Annual General Meeting of 

the Village Association agreed 

a modest increase of 2.66% in 

the 2019 contribution rate to 

£19.30 per square foot of your 

house. 

Following the 49
th 

AGM of the Village Association held on 7
th

 
November the Council of Management consists of: 

• Keith Wale - VA Chairman (Consultant Member)  

• Bruce Clarke - Vice Chairman (Consultant Member) 

• Muriel Galinis - VA Treasurer (Consultant Member) 

• Brian Hardcastle - Amenity Committee (Over Minnis) 

• Colin Garratt - Greenland (Consultant Member) 

• Terry Vivian - Hardland (Consultant Member) 

• Cameron Clark - Communications (Chapel Wood) 

• Stephanie Clarke (Consultant Member) 

• Bob Ashford (Lambardes) 

Administration 
The office and its admin team is the engine room of the Village 
and without its efforts the VA simply could not function. Pat's 
skills and knowledge of the sometimes convoluted processes 
within the Village is the stuff of legend. Jo does a brilliant job on 
the Finance side and has steadily throughout the year made 
progress on the outstanding contribution front. For part of the last 
year the office functioned on a reduced headcount but now they 
are back up to strength, Selena Gardner was appointed in June 
and is doing a fine job getting to grips with the complexities of the 
Association. Following on from his success as the editor of the 
50th Anniversary issue of the Argus, Shaun Fishenden has taken 
on the editorial role on the VA Newsletter. Shaun also helps out 
in the office and at the Pavilion. Simply saying thanks for a job 
well done does not really seem enough.  

Policing is and continues to be a concern. This year has seen a 
large increase in the number of incidents of vandalism and 
antisocial behaviour and suspected drug dealing. Sadly, we are 
but a small part of the area covered by the local Police and often 
patrols coming to the village, such as they are, are redirected to 
other more pressing issues. This situation is wholly 
unsatisfactory, and we shall continue to press the authorities for 
more Policing. I can only ask that RS Chairmen continue to ask 
that any incidents however small are reported as it is only by 
doing this that we can bring the situation into sharper focus. 

I wiII close by thanking my fellow Directors for their help and 
support over the year. 

Money Matters 
I should like to dispel any rumours that the Village Association is a 

wealthy organisation that has pots of money stashed away doing 
nothing.  That is totally untrue! 

Although the Association’s balance sheet shows assets of over 

£¾million, most of that is accounted for by the value of our 

properties and investment in New Ash Green Sports Pavilion Ltd.  
Despite the efforts of the office staff, late payments from residents 

still add nearly £100,000 of outstanding debts to our annual balance 

sheet. 

With what remains we have to pay our staff (£198,000), maintain 
and replace our greenlands equipment (£19,000), repair paths and 

keep lights working (£87,000), keep our reserves at a level to meet 

future costs and meet the many other expenses of a not-for-profit 

company.  All this comes from villagers’ subscriptions of around 
£480,000 a year. 

I want to thank our hard-working office staff who manage all this so 

well and who are the public face of the organisation so please be 

nice to them! 

Muriel Galinis - VA 
Treasurer 

Muriel has served as  
Treasurer since 2015 

Keith Wale - VA Chairman 

Keith has served as Chairman 

since 2015. 
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As the Community Safety 
Inspector for Sevenoaks District 
I wanted to share some of the 
good work that has taken place 
in New Ash Green recently: 

• In November police officers 
spotted a stolen moped. It 
was stopped and the two 
riders were arrested. Both had 
drugs on their person. 
Enquiries are on-going. 

• Later in November our teams 
stop checked a man who was 
suspected to be drink driving. 
He was later charged with 
failing to provide a sample of 
breath and is due in Court in 
2019 for a trial. 

• In December 2018, already, 
police responded to reports of 
a van being stolen. It was 
located quickly and 2 persons 
nearby arrested. Enquiries are 
on-going. 

• Also in December, a car was 
stop checked by patrols in the 
village. A search was 
conducted and a large 
quantity (estimated 400) 
controlled pills were located. 
Two arrests have been made 
and enquiries continue. 

• A number of other stop-
checks have been conducted, 
resulting in uninsured cars 
being seized and even a bow 
and arrow from some youths. 

• Our teams post regular 
updates on Twitter about what 
they have been doing. Follow 
us: @kentpolice7oaks. All of 
the above results were shared 
publicly and can be viewed 
online. 

New Ash Green currently has 
two PCSOs assigned to it – 
PCSO Matthew Robinson and 
PCSO Ann Etter. They do cover 
other areas, including Hartley, 

South Darenth and Crockenhill. 
They can be contacted on the 
details opposite. 

We work very closely with 
Sevenoaks District Council and 
Kent County Council to provide 
a visible deterrent to anyone 
causing antisocial behaviour or 
crime in New Ash Green. Our 
patrols are regularly conducting 
foot patrol in the village (and 
post pictures on Twitter 
afterwards).  

We all share information, so if 
you contact Police, Council or 
Community Warden – we will all 
get the information. 

What do we need? 

I cannot emphasise enough 
how important it is that reports 
are made to us. Whether it be 
antisocial behaviour or crime, if 
we don’t know what is 
happening we cannot provide 
the appropriate response. 

If you know who is responsible 
for crime or antisocial behaviour 
in the area – tell us. If you want 
to remain anonymous, that’s 
fine. You can even contact 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111 with your information. 

Information received previously 
has helped us take enforcement 
and prevention action against 
suspected offenders, so please 
get in touch. 

Special Constables Needed 

Special constables are 
volunteer police officers, with 
full police powers, uniforms and 
equipment. 

As a Special you'll support 
regular officers, undertake 
patrols, support calls for 
assistance from the public and 
investigate reports of crime. 

Volunteering as a Special is a 
great way to give back to your 
local community, build new 
relationships and develop new 
skills.  

www.kent.police.uk/jobs-recruiting
-now/special-constables/  

Local Police Tackling Crime and Antisocial Behaviour 
Following concerns about 
policing in the village, the VA 
held a meeting with 
Inspector Nick Finnis to 
improve joint working 
between the VA, Police and 
Community Safety Unit.  This 
is what he had to say: 

For more information visit: 
www.kent.police.uk  

Inspector Nick Finnis 
Sevenoaks District 

Community Safety Inspector  

 

 

Who to contact? 

Kent Police: 

Emergency – 999 – 

including offenders seen at 

a crime  who are still 

nearby 

Non-Emergency – 101 or 

Online Report via 

www.kent.police.uk 

Non-Emergency E-mail –  

csu.sevenoaks@kent.pnn. 
police.uk 

Sevenoaks District 

Council (Non-

Emergency): 

Telephone: 01732 227000 

E-mail: community.safety@ 

sevenoaks.gov.uk 

https://www.kent.police.uk/jobs-recruiting-now/special-constables/
https://www.kent.police.uk/jobs-recruiting-now/special-constables/
http://www.kent.police.uk
http://www.kent.police.uk
mailto:csu.sevenoaks@kent.pnn.police.uk
mailto:csu.sevenoaks@kent.pnn.police.uk
mailto:community.safety@sevenoaks.gov.uk
mailto:community.safety@sevenoaks.gov.uk
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Community Hub and 
Simply Singing 

In May the New Ash 

Green Community Hub 

was launched. 

The Hub is a meeting 

place for the community to 

come together once a 

month to ease social 

isolation and loneliness. 

The Community Hub runs 

from 10am until 12noon 

every first Tuesday of the 

month in the Village Hall. 

The community venture 

has been kindly supported 

by the Village Association, 

the Co-op and a group of 

wonderful volunteers. 

At each meeting, various 

speakers are booked to 

speak to those in 

attendance as well as 

attendees enjoying 

refreshments and a chat 

with others. 

Speakers so far have 

included the Citizens 

Advice Bureau and 

NatWest Bank about 

scams. 

 

Dates for 

2019 
Community Hub 

No meeting in 

January 
5 February 

5 March 

2 April 

7 May 

4 June 

2 July 

Simply Singing 

22 January 

26 February 

26 March 

23 April 

28 May 

25 June 

23 July 

On the fourth Tuesday of 

each month a new group has 

recently been launched, 

“Simply Singing”. 

This group also runs from 

10am until 12noon in the 

Village Hall and those in 

attendance have the chance 

to meet others, enjoy a cup 

of tea and sing for pleasure 

(words are provided). 

There has been some lovely 

feedback from those who 

have attended both events 

and all are welcome to these 

free community initiatives to 

bring people together. 

For more information about 

both groups please contact: 

Jackie West 

KCC Community Warden 

07811 271259 

jackie.west@kent.gov.uk 

Meet the VA Team 

On the first Saturday of each 

month some of the Council 

of Management and Amenity 

Committee will be in the VA 

office from 10:30-12:00. 

You are welcome, without 

an appointment, to come to 

talk about your plans for 

altering your property or 

anything else that affects the 

village. 

 Sarah Wellgreen 

On behalf of Sarah’s friends 

and family we would like to 

thank everyone who 

responded so magnificently to 

the call for people to help to 

search the 

area.  We know 

the Police were 

very grateful for 

your help. 

Fly Tipping ... 
… is still a problem.  Local 

people may not be to blame 
but we pay to clear it up 

through VA fees or Council 
Tax.  Please help by reporting 
anything you see to the Police 
and to Sevenoaks Council at 

www.sevenoaks.gov.uk or 
phone 01732 227000. 

mailto:jackie.west@kent.gov.uk
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Sporty or not … 
The Pavilion is a public bar 
and venue on the sports 
field.  Owned by the resi-
dents of New Ash Green, 
the Pavilion is open to all 
on weekday evenings and 
from noon at weekends. 
It also offers function rooms 
suitable for many events. 
For details see the website 
www.nagpavilion.co.uk 

Hello, I would like to take this 

opportunity to introduce 

myself to you: 

I am The Rev’d Helen 

Reeves, rector of St Peter 

and St Paul’s church in  Ash 

and St Peter’s church in 

Ridley, serving the villages of 

Ash, New Ash Green, Ridley 

and Hodsoll Street. 

I feel privileged to have been 

appointed to this area and to 

these churches which are 

beautiful and ancient places 

of worship. Both are open 

daily and are places of peace 

and calm for you to wander 

in and take a couple of 

moments of quiet, offer a 

prayer or just breath … a real 

blessing in the hustle and 

bustle of life.  

Sunday services are held at 

8am and 10.30am at Ash 

and 9am at Ridley and you 

will know when they are 

about to start as the bells 

ring out across the villages.  

The services are diverse 

across the month and 

include, Morning Prayer, 

Holy Communion and more 

informal worship; we have a 

wonderful choir (who are 

always open to new 

members) and Junior Church 

who meet once a month in 

Ash Village Hall and are the 

lynch pin of our Family 

Service which is on the first 

Sunday of every month at 

Ash. The church regularly 

hosts concerts and other 

events such as our annual 

Christmas Tree Festival and 

you will find church members 

active in the many village 

community clubs and events. 

Full details of our services 

and events can be found on 

the links below, you are very 

welcome to them all. 

I would be delighted to meet 

you so if you see me around 

the village, walking my over 

bouncy Labrador, who will try 

and lick any exposed body 

part, or doing a bit of 

shopping or having a coffee 

please do say hello.  

Maybe you are thinking 

about getting married, having 

a christening, organising a 

funeral, being confirmed or 

would like to have a 

conversation about faith? 

Perhaps you know someone 

in need or if you just fancy a 

cup of tea and a chat, 

whatever it may be, please 

do get in touch, my details 

are below.  

I look forward to meeting 

you. 

God Bless …. Helen 

Contact Helen: 

11 Lambardes 

New Ash Green 

DA3 8HX  

01474 872209 

ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  

www.ash-church.org.uk/ 

www.achurchnearyou.com/ 

Rev’d Helen Reeves 

Rector of Ash and Ridley 

Helen is the 51st person to 

occupy the living of  the 

Parish of Ash since 1242 

New Ash Green 

Village Hall 
is also owned by the Village 

Association so it is your 

hall. 

If you wish to hire the hall, 

see www.nagval.com/

venuehire for the charges 

and contact the VA office. 

From the Rector 

Pavilion function room 

Village Hall 
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New Ash Green Social 

Committee (NAG 

Social) 
is a non-profit organisation 

run and organised by 

residents of New Ash 

Green. Our aim is to 

organise and run social 

events in the village.  

If you’ve enjoyed these 

events why not give us a 

hand—see our NAG Social 

Group facebook page or 

email: 

johng@nagsocial.co.uk 

Fireworks Night 2018 

Flash! Bang! 
Aaaah! 
The 2018 village fireworks 
display was, again, a 
resounding success, helped 
by the good weather.  Neither 
the increased entry price nor 
the change of date from the 
traditional 5th to November 3rd 
deterred many people from 
attending.  Maybe the 
cancellation of the Gravesend 
display to avoid upsetting 
Benny the Beluga whale 
helped! 

The change of date was 
necessary to ensure enough 
volunteers could attend to 
ensure a safe and enjoyable 
event for everyone and this 
was borne out by the good 
turnout of marshals and other 
helpers to whom we are really 

indebted – we could not do it 
without them. 

We were also grateful, as 
ever, to the Village 
Association’s Greenlands 
workers who prepared the 
Meadow and bonfire.  Then, 
an innovation this year, the 
Pavilion team provided the 
pop-up bar in the village hall 
so that no-one needed to go 
home thirsty. 

So we are really grateful to 
the NAG Social people for 
organising such a wonderful 
event.  It may only last for an 
hour or so but weeks of 
careful planning meant it went 
without any problems.  Except 
when the fireworks company 
lost a vital cable but even here 
NAG Social came to the 
rescue with a replacement! 

Thank you NAG Social! 

Date for the Diary: 
Village Day 2019 will be 
on Saturday 22

nd
 June! 

Photo: Laura Manston 
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The VA Newsletter is published and distributed by New Ash Green Village Association to inform 
local residents about the work of the Association and provide relevant information about the village.  

 
Produced and Edited By: Cameron Clark 

Assisted By: Shaun Fishenden & Pat Kirtley 
VA Office Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 9am - 4pm (Closed to Residents on Friday) 

Contact Details:   Email: admin@nagval.com   Telephone: 01474 872691 
Facebook: New Ash Green VA 

New Ash Green Village Association Ltd 

Sevenoaks Local Plan 
The Village Association has contributed to the new Local Plan for Sevenoaks with comments 

on proposals that could affect the local area.  The draft Plan is nearly ready to go to the 

Government Inspector for its public examination.  This final draft affirms the intention to 

protect the Green Belt from development that is not suitable for the countryside.  Everyone is 

invited to make further comments on the Plan; they will be sent directly to the Inspector. 

We believe that the Plan is now a good compromise between protecting our valuable 

countryside and providing housing for those who most need it as well as improving local 

facilities.  We therefore support plans for regenerating the centre of New Ash Green, 

including more housing, provided there is no loss of vital shops and amenities.  We also 

accept the possibility of a limited amount of development on brownfield land in the area.  We 

are therefore supporting this draft Local Plan and encourage others to do the same. 

We were pleased that landowners’ proposals for large expansion of local villages into the 

Green Belt were not accepted as part of the Local Plan.  However we are concerned by the 

late submission of a new proposal to build around 580 houses on Ash Place Farm between 

New Ash Green and Ash.  We strongly oppose this inappropriate use of Green Belt land 

which will merge the two villages and which has none of the ‘exceptional circumstances’ that 

the Government requires to justify the loss of open Green Belt land.  Sevenoaks District 

Council is also asking for views on this suggestion, which is not part of the Local Plan but 

which is likely to be presented by the developer to the Inspector as an amendment to the 

Plan.  If you do not want to see a massive housing estate adding the equivalent of seven 

new neighbourhoods to New Ash Green built on this Green Belt site, please add your own 

comments on the Proposed Submission Version of the Local Plan at www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/

info/20069128/new_local_plan or write to Richard Morris at Sevenoaks District Council, 

Argyle Road, Sevenoaks TN13 1HG.  Do it by 3
rd

 February. 

Ash Place Farm 


